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fires in quarters which the ordinary engine could never
reach with any degree of effectiveness. For harbor work it
is indispensable. New York City maintains a fleet of ten
boats, which have been organized into a marine division of
the fire department. Other cities; including Boston; Chicago,
Duluth; San Francisco; and Seattle, have each one or more
fire-fighting vessels.1

So much depends upon the promptness with which the
Fire-alarm fire-extinguishing appliances are brought into play that
sys ems. ^ fire-alarm system of a city ought to be as nearly perfect
in construction as money and skill can make it. It is im-
perative that the central station, which contains the switch-
board and main registering apparatus, shall be of absolutely
fire-resisting construction and that it shall be located out-
side the zone of possible conflagration. At least one hun-
dred and fifty feet should separate it from other buildings
on all sides, otherwise a sufficiently aggressive fire may some-
time put it out of commission. Although the National
Board of Fire Underwriters has strongly urged these re-
quirements, many American cities fail to conform. The
best place for the fire-alarm station is in the centre of a city
park, but public sentiment is often arx insuperable obstacle
in the way of putting it there, A deficient fire-alarm system
constitutes a general hazard. It may perhaps be tolerated
when reconstruction would involve a very heavy outlay,,
but the city takes large chances in putting up with it. At
all events, whenever replacements are undertaken, the
standard specifications for an efficient fire-alarm system
which are now at the disposal of cities should be strictly
adhered to* It goes without saying that the alarm-boxes
should be numerous, easy of access, plainly marked, and
simple to use. The wires should be under ground; and the
registering apparatus should be of the most modem and care-
ful construction, for it is a delicate affair at the best,
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